
light the value of a com-
munity garden for Carr-
boro, and eventually 
reached an agreement 
for interim use of a por-
tion of the future Martin 
Luther King Park on Hills-
borough Road.  Although 
getting the CCGC up 
and running has involved 
a lot more work than 
what any of its founders 
initially imagined, the 
gardenõs potential for 
meaningful community 
involvement has become 
increasingly apparent.  
As Jay observes, 
òGardens excite and 
also humble usñin the 
garden, weõre all equal, 
all learning, growing, 
sweating, digging pota-
toeséGardening is a 
basic human thing.ó 

 

   The Carrboro Commu-
nity Garden Coalition 
(CCGC) is the shared 
dream of a number of 
individuals who have 
been involved in local 
efforts to nurture sus-
tainable ways of living.  
Jay Hamm moved to 
North Carolina in 1997 
to study permaculture 
and sustainable agricul-
ture with local farmer 
Harvey Harman, owner 
of Sustenance Farm. 
Harman promotes a 
vision of gardening that 
reaches beyond basic 
growing techniques to 
emphasize òcreating the 
world that we want to 
live in.ó  Because of his 
exposure to Harmanõs 
broad social vision, Jay 
felt that something was 
missing when he subse-
quently grew food for 
farmerõs markets, res-
taurants, and community
-supported agriculture 
(CSA) groups.  Missing a 
deeper connection with 
othersñwhat Jay calls 
the òcultureó piece of 
agricultureñled him to 
turn to community gar-

dening. 
   Having long been sur-
prised at the absence of 
a community garden in 
Carrboro, Jay, Sammy 
Slade and others 
launched a community 
garden in 2006 at the 
Carrboro Greenspace, a 
10-acre area in the 
heart of Carrboro that is 
also home to the ReCY-
CLEry and other innova-
tive local initiatives.  
When this space was no 
longer able to be used 
for gardening, Jay, 
Sammy, and others be-
gan to search for an al-
ternate community gar-
dening site. 
   Pooling their skills, pas-
sion for community-
building, and under-
standing of what it takes 
to grow a garden, the 
group identified 
the current CCGC 
location. Working 
with Carrboroõs 
Board of Alder-
men and the De-
partment of Parks 
and Recreation, 
the CCGC group 
brought to 

  The Garden Grows  

beans, rattlesnake pole 
beans, okra, crookneck 
squash, lantana, hubbard 
winter squash, bush 
beans, lemon balm, 
thyme, hyssop, zucchini, 
cucumbers, crimson sweet 
watermelon, ambrosia, 
cantaloupe, Japanese 
eggplant, habanero 
peppers, jalapeños, 
basil, cayenne, flowering 
tobacco and more.   
   We are expanding the 
gardenõs size from 2,500 
square feet to 6,800 
square feet and we need 

to raise $1000 more to 
fund this expansion of the 
garden.  Donations will 
help us accommodate our 
ever-growing community 
of gardeners, and pay 
for expenses associated 
with the installation of our 
donated solar well pump.   
Our needs also include 
more fencing and cedar 
posts, roof gutters, rain 
barrels, a hammock, picnic 
tables, and another load 
of manure.  These invest-
ments will serve the gar-
den for years to come.   

Get Involved!  

We need your 

help!  Your dona-

tions will help us 

buy: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Come help in the  

garden!  Join fel-

low gardeners on          

Saturdays from 

9am-2 pm.   
MLK, Jr Park: 

1120 Hillsborough 

Road (1.5 miles 

past Weaver 

Street Market 

down N. Greens-

boro Street). 

To receive emails 

about CCGC, 

please email us at 

ccgc@riseup.net.   

Visit our website 

for more informa-

tion, pictures, and 

recipes! 
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   $1400 has been do-
nated to spur the 
growth of the garden.  
The money was used to 
buy a dump truck load 
of composted cow ma-
nure, fencing, cedar 
posts, tools, and to rent 
a tiller.  In addition, the 
CCGC volunteer gar-
deners filled beds with 
dozens of plants.  What 
might you find when 
you visit?  Basil, yarrow, 
zinnias, tomatoes with 
accompanying mari-
golds, yellow wax 

Carrboro Community Garden 
MLK, Jr. Park 

1120 Hillsborough Road 
http://carrborogarden.org  

ccgc@riseup.net 
919-647-9633 

Lush abundance manifests. 

Jagmeet Mac, Christopher Guidry, April McGreger,  
Christian Molina, Chris Richmond, Lucy Wilson, and 

Peter Brayshaw take a break at the end of new rows. 

Can you spy one of the 
�J�D�U�G�H�Q�·�V���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V�"���� 

550-gallon 
cistern: $350 

Fencing   
materials: 
$150 

Organic 
matter: 
$150 


